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In an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious violence, this book offers a

welcome antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of religion - from the dawn of religious

belief to the 21st century - with deepest respect and a keen commitment to accuracy. Writing for

those with faith and those without, and especially for young listeners, he encourages curiosity and

tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery and calmly restores a sense of the value of faith.

Ranging far beyond the major world religions of Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and

Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes from, the search for meaning

throughout history, today's fascinations with Scientology and creationism, religiously motivated

violence, hostilities between religious people and secularists and more. Holloway proves an

empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith and its power from ancient times

to our own.
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One of those books that are illuminating and beautifully written. I was looking for introduction to the

history of religion that maps the scene and to give an all over view, it delivers that in an intriguing

way ! The structure is not exactly linear nor by a separate treatment of each religion, but like the

author put it is more of a "zigzag "one. This structure succeeded in integrating a complex subject

into one coherent and encompassing overview. The audio format is well narrated and has a

soothing effect.



excellent and easy to read description of what religion is and its many variances.
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